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Farmers in the Boodua area south of
Gaoombungee have been told that to build seil
carbon, they should have something growing as
vigorously and healthy as possible as often as
peossible.

Agronomist Ian Moss, speaking at a Landcare
farm walk, said every time a paddock was culti-
vated, two tonnes per hectare of carbon was re-
leased.

“From a seil health point of view, grow some-
thing as often as you can, and it’s good to convert
cultivation to pasture for a few years,” he said.

Mr Moss, a pasture specialist with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry in
Toowoomba, and Brian Johnson, principal tech-
nical officer, joined a Landcare group field day at
Boodua and Lillyvale south of Goombungee re-
cently.

The group visited the farms of Keith Neilsen
at West Boodna and Evan Ebrlich at Lillyvale and
attended a short seminar of soil health.

Many of the particiy had been involved in
three discussion groups involving the Moola
Creek Landcare Group, South Myall Catchment
Landcare Group and Gormaren Doctors Creek
Landeare Group.

The landholders were particularly interested
in:

* How to reduce the use of artificial fertilizers,
how can this be done cost effectively.

* Legumes, their use in pasture and in green
manure crops.

« Can move bi&)logically friendly fertiliser im-
prove meisture retention in soil

+ Deep ripping, the benefits and is there a right
and a wrong time to deep rip.

* Getting the biology in soil right, knowing the
what, how, when, where and how much.

lan Moss explained to the Boodua field walk
participants that carbon was a significant compo-
nent of healthy soil and earben and nitrogen had
a special relationship.

He said the ratic ofcarbon to nitrogen was about
12 to one, meaning that as the carbon content
increased, so to did the level of nitrogen.

He said that it was always more difficult to
rebuild soil carbon from a low level than to main-
tain carbon at a moderate or high level.

Pasture specialist Brian Johnson said carbon
was being used during cultivation or bare fallow
but that carbon was produced by a grass pasture.

Mr Johnson reminded growers that if a soil
cannot grow a good crop, it can’t grow good pas-
ture.

He said you can never rebuild a soil to its origi-
nal carben level before cultivation commenced.
Some Brigalow soils in their original state had a
carbon content of 3 to 4 per cent, and he thought
that rebuilding that to 2 per cent would be all a
farmer could do.

“3t’s a Yong term thing to rebnild soil carbon.”

A pasture phase helps. But four to 10 years was

John Kuhi, Goombungee, and Gary Thorp, Groomsuville.
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The Landcare group visited a grassland area on the fioodplain of Oakey Creek. Owner Evan Ehrlich said it was difficult controliing

various types of weeds which had been washed downstream by the flooding durmg the past couple of years.

Brian Johnson, pasture specialist wrth the Department of Agriculture, Fnshenes
and Forestry in Toowoomba, Keith Neilsen, Evan Ehrlich, and lan Moss of FARM

Agronomy.

better than just twe years under pasture,
he said,

lan Moss said soils were losing their
capacity to produce.

“Therefore, there needs to be change.”

He said earbon produces carbohydrate
which is energy and drives the biological
processes in the soil, and diseases oc-
curred because soil did not have the re-
silience to fight it.

“There is no shortage of things for
farmers to try in improving their soil

Lyie\!ol!, Goobungee, and Mervy Mci_en,

health. The hard thing is fo know if it has
worked and that comes from testing com-
ponents such as pH, conductivity, soil car-
bon, and cation exchange.”

Ian Moss said up to 40 per cent of a
yield difference could not be measured
by the eve. sc vou had to measure to ms=
age.

*“And why care? Because soil health is
linked to your bank balance.,

“The carbon ievel is linked to the
money you make,” he said. - MILES
NOLLER

Upsurge in cattle pnoes at Crows Nest

Hampton.

Cattle prices are on the rise at
Crows Nest, with demand for
feeder steers driving the upsurge.

Livestock agent Rick Zellersaid
prices paid at the sale on Satur-
day were at least $20 a head better
than the previous sale two weeks
ago, and that sale experienced

prices that had improved S10 to
$20 per head.

On Saturday, a line of 34 small
Angus/Brangus type steers, just
seven to eight months old, aver-
aged $420 per head, which some
suggested was about $2.40/kg
liveweight.

The Crows Nest sale s open
auction. There was a varding of
just over 200 on Saturday.

The top price on Saturday was
$630 per head for a pen of eight
Droughtmaster/Santa steers
about 12 to 15 months of age.

Rick Zeller said there was ashort-
age of feeder cattle, particularly
older steers in the 300kg to 400kg
range.

He said the sale in two weeks
should hold firm for these heavier
types, but also for good lines of
weaners.

Evan Ehrlich who has a dairy farming business
at Lillyvale, west of Meringandan, with a trial
stand of saltbush he planted some years ago
but found cattie really did not like it.
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CONT ACT DARREN
HARTWIG - 0428 736 470

As a leatding Agribusiness and an iconic beand
in rural and regional Australia, our key focus is
fo help you sticceed whatever your goals. o
enjoy a successiul cufcome foday’s fanmers

need fo be experts in every aspect of their
farming business, which is where we can help.
For more information visit

www.elders.com.au
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