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Moola Landcare Day

Crop mulch lifts moisture and soil health
By MILES NOLLER

I here is x trend
tnrong farmerstoero*
aitl-a! that tan bc ustti
1o inrreast .\oil crrhon
le\ eli. reduce e1 ap0r-
etion. antl recllce *er1l
Lr)nr pctiti0n.

\ rerent llel{l d$\ ilt
\loola hishlighied
sonr e o1'tht sin: pier rnil
easier *rr r ul achier -
in{ these rinr.\.

I he lit,ld riar. rrrgan-
ise(l bl \ o rth Ersr
Dotrns Lindcare. rnd
oni'of its .rt.hnreni
gron;ts. lloolli ( r'eeL
L;rndcare. included a
ririt tl a pr0fern
operited L)1 [Jreoden
Ba llon.

Brenden and his
fanrilr hare ;r clairring
business at \laclagan.
anrl gros barlel on the
JIooh ( r€el prollert).-l-he two dozcn
lantlholders inspectetl
a trial tlhich is beiog
conductrd br Conser-
\ ation f rrnl erJ t0
rssess lirrr diilcrent
clop rn irtu res. to
ilr:rcasr soii tarbrn
Ieiels, rednce evrpor-
rtion. ind reduce *eerl
c0nl petitirln.

lhc triri is bcing
conducted in 5ha plots
in brrlcl stubb!e. and
all hrr e her,n Jirect
d ri ll t,ri.

Thc first confrins
just lab lab, The second
has a blenti o[ hb lah
antl guar. the third ii
l)lend 1,I Li) ixll. guri
nod *hite i.eri.h
nrillet. and tlre fourth
lab irb. guar. \ihitr

French nriilet ancl
lbrage sorghum.

Drendci !xi{) thrt
rhen the crrip in elch
trirl r.cr firture\.;t
uill be ran orc.r tith
that he crilr r
crinr pio g rolier t!
bruisc the stenrs of the
plrnt! * h i(h \r ill b. irft
0B tol) of the soil rs 1
co\ erttop.

Ther,htre rrpterl f,r'
thi! lr$trr!nt frrher
than phughing in lrs ir
gfcen tlllnLire (frlp,

lJrenden !aid thrt b\
Iear ing tltc crr,p on top
ol'tirt ground. rhtr
hope t{j inr{)ther rhe
qeeds iinrl rerluce
e\ rp0rxii(,n tr,)nr thc
soii- He rald the hest
rains nccur Lluring
rrtunrn. rnd it is hrptrJ
thlt betrer rie i\ nr.rle
of anr srrntmer rlinr.

Ihe nerr hlirler crop
r ill t,c direct drillerj
inlo n hrter er cor er
crrrp rr'nr lins.

I he lrh hb trial rrea
ri i ll he rrrlld drrt n l ith
the clirnl roller FLeo

ll.r:ri {i/rri.Irn,t, ii, r.ia ri./
t,LtlL!,-Ll .l !'.it. -- (il11!t
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An inspeciion of a trial during a fieid day on Brenden Bailon s
piopedy ai [,loclah

ilrt, propertr las a
Iormer daiq iarlr. but
is noh a lilest\k blocL
ior hllic fuckcrnran
rnd her partner.

lJoth *ork olT fhrnr.
[1 l;e has horses .nd
siid the\ rre\er\ hrral
on thc soil b1
conl paeting it.

I he\ ext erenthinq,
openirg it up for
ero:ilrn rnil frlr l!te
enrer.genie of ureris.-lhcr arr looking at
diflerenl \r x\,\ ol ro\ e!
cropping and nrulching
rn(i thel \ant to
restore flrnr snstain-
;rbilitl b1 managing soil
arn) pacfioil. $ ee{is. ioil
erosion. rnd tb rough
iretter pt!tu re nr nnrg.-

Ihel usc a ilril
nr0Ber to aut femrin-
ing crol) and use a
ilirect drillinq slsit,nr.

lhis *as n:ade Lr
remor ing the under'-
crr riage of a rombine
rnd ilttirg ir $ith disc
opcners lor (lircct
tlrilline. - ,l|ilat \ollcr.

Brenden Ballor 3moilg ihe iegrrne guar
.,',Cr S oaro oq..v6 pd tS c.rop aic

seecl was 51 kg

Kylie Tuckernran with self.sei Faba beans
qrown ifi a rnix Curi!o ihe colder nonihs
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