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Landholders are coming to terms with new
vegetaticn management rules which came into
effect last December and a series of self-as-
sessable codes which supposedly make com-
pliance easier.

At a field day at Quinalow, officers from the
Department of Natural Resources and Mines
explained the changes to Queensland’s veg-
etation management rules and how landholders
in various areas, with different types of vegeta-
tion, can manage their properties accordingly.

The 253 orso landhelders from Yarraman ang
Cooyar in the north to Moola and
Kaimkillenbun in the west and Peranga,
Highgrove, and Cooby Dam, all had misgiv-
ings about government imposed vegetation
management in the past, afier the first vegeta-
tion maps were released in 1999-2000, permits
were required, and compliance appeared to be
a priority, with high profile court actions
against landholders.

But the current State Government changed
the Act last year and the new regulations be-
came law in December. Detailed regulations
were made avaable in August.

Natural resource officer with the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Mines David
Hinz told these at the field day that there still
was a compliance section.

He said there were still restrictions with the
new codes, but they were more workable.

Matt Ryar\ Coéyé%,r Da\ﬂdi-k;\z Naufat reséufces officer with the Depamem of Natural
Resources and Mines, Dalby, and Quinalow landholder Barry Reimers with the old D4 dozer
that Bamy uses to thin vegetation according to the new vegetation management codes.

He said compliance also included an exten-
sion approach so that the department and
landholders worked together to achieve the right
puicomes. The field day, organised by North
East Downs Landcare, concentrated particularly
on the codes that aliowed the thinning of veg-
etation, the removal of certain species and cer-
tain sizes of vegetation, over restricted areas,
so that pastures for grazing could be combined
with the maintenance of vegetation.

The field day was held on the property of
Barry and Owena Reimers and approved thin-
ning of vegetation was demonstrated with a D4
dozer.

Barry uses the approved thinning code to open
up the canopy so that Queensland Blue grass
and Green Panic grass can be blished for

At the heart of the new legislation for many
{andhofders are new codes, most of which are
self-assessable.

But landholders are required to submit their
property plans te the department and
landholders can proceed to implement their
plans without further notification to the depart-
ment.

Hewever, should monitoring by the depart-
ment detect non-approved changes to the veg-
etation of a property without the required noti-
Tication, auditing can occur and compliance no-
tices can be issued.

The new vegetation rules include new
Statewide vegetation maps which show the ar-
eas which have assessable vegetation and the
areas which have non-assessable vegetation.

The vegetation on most of the Northern Dar-
ling Downs, which has net been previously
cleared for cropping, is assessable and the new
codes apply. Q land has 13 bi i and
there are five thinning codes, which can be ap-
plied to remnant vegetation.

When thinning, a certain number of habitat
trees per hectare must be maintained. There
are also rules regarding habitat recruitment
trees and other vegetation.

Landholders can also for

grazing. Thinning of vegetation is controlled
and the knocking down of vegetation using the
bali and chain between two dozers is banned.

the production of forest products, such as posts
and rails for their own use, and also for the
commercial sale of timber. - MILES NOLLER.
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ABO\/ SLEFT - Cryi Stark, Biue Hae on the Anduramba Range norih of Crows Nest, with WMizuho Coi wim;;as a

Japanese agricultural administrators visit

ieaderhnfeﬁupter for Japanese agricuttural administrators who visited

the Crows Nest district. The views from Blue Haze have assisted in attracting tour groups since 1977 after Blue Haze was the runner-up in an environmental competition and Crystal
hosted coach loads of overseas visitors who learned about food production and admired the view. She said farmer hosts around the district were required for January, 2015, when 500
Chinese were scheduled !o visit the region and will require accommodation on farms. RIGHT - Crows Nest fencing contractor Digger Faulkner demonstrates the art of constructing a farm
fence to the visiting Japanese agriculiural administrators while at Biue Haze. He was erecting a five-wire fence with ironbark posts.
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